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and at the same time he is endowed with a won-
'derfal self-control, great calmness, even gentleness,
and with a power of fascination, the effect of
which upon those who become more intimately
acquainted with him is most sensibly felt."

Not only did the visit infuse enthusiasm into
the hitherto lukewarm alliance between the two
countries and their sovereigns ; it also achieved
a tangible result, for Queen Victoria succeeded
in doing what all Napoleon's Ministers and
generals had failed to do-she persuaded him
finally to renounce the idea of assuming command
in the Crimea in person. This was a project
which had been in his mind for some months,
fostered by Eugenie, who fancied it would enhance
his reputation at home. Disappointed at the
failure to break the Russian resistance and con-
cerned at the heavy losses from sickness among his
troops, he had persuaded himself that he could
do better than his generals and had announced
to Palmerston in February his intention of taking
over the command. It is true that he had, in
fact, evolved a reasonably sound plan of operations
for the isolation of Sebastopol, but he had had
no experience in the field and had shown no
sign of military genius. His obstinacy resisted all
efforts at dissuasion until Queen Victoria took
the matter up herself. So the Crimean War was
left to drag itself wearily to an end without him.